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HEALTH	AND	THE	ENVIRONMENT—A	letter	from	the	State’s	top	
hazardous	waste	regulatory	agency	warns	West	Covina	city	officials	to	
alter	how	they	are	approaching	potential	development	at	a	massive	closed	
landfill.			
	
West Covina lies between the 10 and 60 freeways, 25 miles east of downtown Los 
Angeles.  From 1963 through 1996 over 20 million tons of municipal trash and 3.9 
million tons of toxic hazardous waste were disposed of in West Covina in two landfills 
operated by the BKK Corporation.  In return the city received millions of dollars annually 
for allowing the dumping.  Eventually the toxic hazardous waste landfill at BKK became 
California’s largest, covering 195 acres and up to 595 feet deep.   
 
According to the Environmental Protection Agency the toxic waste includes acids, 
arsenic, cyanide, lead, mercury, asbestos, chromium, degreasing agents, oil sludge, 
gasoline, pesticides, vinyl chloride, plating solutions, acetone, heavy metal solutions, 
pharmaceuticals, hazardous spills cleanups, paint waste, and polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs). 
 
BKK has been closed for decades.  The financially strained city of West Covina is 
seeking to sell 134 acres of city owned land directly adjacent to the unlined toxic 
hazardous waste landfill.  During the summer of 2019 West Covina signed a series of 
documents with Singpoli Group LLC to potentially allow for that land sale and for 
Singpoli to build a hotel and resort at the site.   
 
On January 30, 2020 the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) 
issued a scathing warning to West Covina city officials detailing the city’s failure to 



abide by agreements with the DTSC concerning BKK and consequences of continuing to 
do so.  Details of that letter include: 

• Formally reminding the city that BKK remains “an ongoing health threat”.  In 
contrast, West Covina Mayor Tony Wu has stated this land is “just dirt”. 

• Reminding the city that portions of the city owned land they are seeking to sell 
and develop are actually still legally part of the BKK landfills.   

• Telling the city that existing prospective sale documents with Singpoli “do not 
address existing land use restrictions” and “the city’s obligations under those land 
use restrictions…” which are non-transferable. 

• Reminding the city that current investigations at BKK (by the DTSC) will result 
in “future removal and remedial actions” there; substantial physical changes will 
be occurring at BKK and neither the city nor Singpoli can interfere with those. 

• Telling that the city it is violating exiting agreements with the DTSC and 
Environmental Protection Agency by preventing access to some contamination 
monitoring wells; this letter was a second written reminder of that.   

• Telling the city that it can be sued if it does not meet its obligations at BKK.   
 
The full text of the letter from the DTSC to the city of West Covina is available at: 
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/swfacilities/Directory/19-AF-0001/Document 
 
The city of West Covina has not commented on the letter from the DTSC. 
 

 

 

	


